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Abstract 
A short film is a film production type which makes effort to achieve the theme it addresses in a short time and therefore arranges 
its structure in an impressive way. Usage of short films easy for educational purposes at the time of their production and 
throughout the process of consumption. This study investigates the education-short film relation and the role of short film in 
education on the basis of high school and university students. The sampling group of the study is students of two high schools 
chosen in Izmir, and the students of Ege University Communication Faculty Department of Radio, Television and Cinema. 
Questionnaire was used to set forth views of students, who are the producers and consumers of short film productions, related to 
short film. 
© 2012 Published by Elsevier Ltd. 
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1. Introduction 
Mass media is effective in every field of life by virtue of their audio-visual powers. In addition to usage of 
cinema for entertainment purposes, its educational role has been realized; and utilizing visual expression in 
education has been expanded. The nonconventional education methods which increase rapidly nowadays allow 
using short films in education. 
The short film provides a free field of study by its structure. Types of short films are fiction, documentary, 
experimental, animation and video-art, etc. The fact that film shooting technologies have become cheaper, handy 
cams have become widespread, and digital cameras and mobile telephones have opportunity of shooting makes short 
film production available for large masses. The cost-effective fiction programs make editing of shootings easy. 
The studies revealed that students better taught their lectures via multi-media presentations rather than verbal 
lecture. Considering that the students are able to focus on lecture for 16-20 minutes at most during the class hour 
(Hakkâri & Kantar et al., 2008), using films gains significant importance in order to attract attention for a long time. 
Hartley and Davies (1978) concluded that during verbal-based education, the university students were able to 
remember 70 % of what had been taught in the first 10 minutes and only 20 % of what had been taught within the 
last 10 minutes (Açıkgöz, 2008: 6). Özcan Demirel conducted a study on remembering. Demirel emphasized the 
memorability rate of the knowledge according to the sense organs and concluded that people remembered 50 % of 
what they see and hear and 80 % of what they see, hear and say (Demirel, 2008: 59). Study results proved that 
multi-media education should be arranged within the classroom in order for the students to remember the knowledge 
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at high level. The short film narrating and visualizing subjects is one of the audio-visual tools for multimedia 
education. 
Short films can be examined from many perspectives in terms of high school and university students in 
particular. One of these perspectives is that short films provide students with storytelling skill, which enables them 
to have competency to perceive their surroundings and events. Other field of research is the effect of the education 
offered with the support of films as an indirect method of education. Hunt et al., divided the methods of education 
. (Hunt et al., 1999: 117-129). 
activities. Within this educational method, utilizing the audio-visual, namely to watch and to shoot short films, is 
realized under the supervision of the tutor who takes role of guiding the group. The frame of the subject matter is 
determined by the tutor and possible ideas about the subject are generated. The method of how to address the subject 
is decided. After completing writing of the screenplay, selecting the players, seeking location, and procurement of 
the budget, the shooting is performed. Editing follows the shooting. Finally the results such as whether or not the 
production reflects the desired purpose are evaluated within the classroom. At this point, the evaluation of individual 
and group-
creativeness, his effectiveness in decision making and executing, and his view to fulfill tasks with corporation. 
(Bilen, 2002: 148-149). 
When these points are taken into consideration, the positive benefits anticipated to offer effective teaching by 
making the students watch and/or shoot short films can be listed as follows: 
The short film is effective and useful. It enhances the memorization and the comprehension. It enables the student 
to remember the subjects easily and creates expression richness. It supports creative thinking. Thanks to its time, its 
story is created briefly and economically and this provides focusing on the desired subject. The fact that the students 
get used to think with visual and movable images about the subject reifies the knowledge. Therefore, the need for 
repetition during the class hours diminishes and long-term remembering occurs. The power of observation increases 
thanks to the active participation. The skill of the student to evaluate human relations, interpret the mutual 
interaction of the individual-and-the society relationships, and establish the cause-and-effect relation increases. 
Shooting film provides student have an idea of being a part of the lecture to be brought by the active participation. 
The notions of group work, taking responsibility, fulfilling responsibilities, and experiencing group achievement 
develops for the student. Furthermore, the short film helps to exemplify the way the subject is used, to infer and 
establish connections with what had been taught before. 
There are some disadvantages or limitations to conduct the lectures by making the students watch and/or shoot 
short films. These can be listed as follows: 
Technical deficiencies and the need for preliminary preparations of the production stage and the projection of the 
film are among the significant limitations. Furthermore, requirements of writing the screenplay and learning film 
shooting techniques even at simple level cause need of preliminary-education. However, requiring long time periods 
for the shooting and the editing is a disadvantage. The desired result may be achieved lately or may never be 
achieved at all. It is also possible for the tutor to experience difficulties and problems in maintaining the class order. 
In this respect, the limited number of the short films produced before and their production quality are among the 
limitations of projection. 
The questionnaire should be evaluated by taking these advantages and these limitations into account. 
2. Method 
The study was conducted to investigate using short film in education. Sample group of the study comprise of 100 
students chosen at random from one regular high school and one private high school in Izmir/Turkey and Ege 
University Communication Faculty Department of Radio, Television and Cinema during 2011-2012 Fall Semester. 
Private TAKEV Anatolian and Science 
318   Lale Kabadayi /  Procedia - Social and Behavioral Sciences  47 ( 2012 )  316 – 320 
High School organizing short film contest every year throughout Izmir. The university is Ege University 
Communication Faculty Department of Radio-Television and Cinema and basis of selection is second and above 
grades at which students begin to shoot short films. The questions prepared for the purpose of the study were 
Scope of Lecture and Using Short Film Production Within Scope of Lecture as a Supportive Material in Education  
with subtitles. Within the context of the personal information the age and the gender of the student, the school still 
being attended by the student and the grade of the student were asked in order to determine the present educational 
situation of the students. Under the first subtitle of the questions of the second part, ten questions were asked 
n . Under the 
Production Within Scope of Lecture as a Supportive Material in Education . The questions under these subtitles 
were in accordance with 5-point likert scale.  
3. Results 
     Below listed are the results of the study on opinions of the students, who are consumers and the producers of 
short film, related to the role of the short film in education. 
3.1. Age, Gender and Grade Distribution of the Students  
In both high schools, 14 % of the students are 15 years old, 28 % are 16 years old, 46 % are 17 years old, and 12 
% are 18 years old. The percentage of female students is 63 % and the percentage of male students is 37 %. 38 % of 
the students attend second grade, 44 % attend third grade and 18 % attend fourth grade.  
22 % of the university students are 20 years old and younger, 26 % are 21 years old, 22 % are 22 years old, 18 % 
are 23 years old, and 12 % are 24 years old and older. Female students are 40 % and male students are 60 %. 51 % 
of the students attend second grade, 24 % attend third grade, 23 % attend fourth grade, and 2 % are at the fifth grade 
or are attending the university for a longer period. 
3.2 Opinions of the Students Related to Questions Regarding Watching Short Film Within Scope of Lecture as a 
Supportive Material in Education 
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     68 % of the high school students stated that displaying short films regarding the contents of the lecture will help 
students. The high school students strongly agreed at rate of 60 % and partially agreed at rate of 33% that short films 
will help benefit from knowledge. The university students strongly agreed at rate of 11 %, partially agreed at rate of 
39 % and partially disagreed at rate of 9 %. 
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3.3 Opinions of the Students Related to Questions Regarding Using Short Film Production Within Scope of Lecture 
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4. Conclusion and Evaluation  
     In general high school and university students had suitable and positive opinions for majority of approaches 
anticipated using short films in education.  
     In line with the answers submitted by the high school students, using short films as an educational method by 
watching and shooting short films is important to understand the subjects comprehensibly, clarify abstract subjects 
and provide active participation to production. Within this scope, most of the high school students indicated that 
they wish to see short films and/or make short films in relation to the subject studied within the scope of the lecture. 
High school students, who have the opinion that watching short films during the lecture period is not a waste of time 
but helps to earn time to comprehend with the subject of the tutorial, believe that in general short films can be used 
in education positively. The difference between the regular high school and private high school students is that the 
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students attending the regular high school more need to benefit from the short film as an educational method. This 
fact brings to mind upon the differences in the number of students per class, accordingly creates the time constraints 
and the limitations for opportunity of using audiovisual materials at the lecture hours. 
     The responds submitted by the university students about utilizing short films in education are different from 
those of the high school students by virtue of awareness and need. The preferences of the university students are 
positive for requirement of using short films to provide a better comprehension of the subject taught, which is 
similar to those of high school students. On the other hand, since the university students attend the Communication 
Faculty and have close relations with short film productions, their demands for using short films are lower than high 
school students. In addition, the request of the university students for using short films related to the subjects being 
taught in education is significant when compared with their opinion that short films enhance the subject 
comprehension. The fields for item indecisive were generally not preferred among the university students. At the 
same time, the opinion of the university students that the short film will create awareness towards the mass media is 
higher than that of the high school students. Similar results were obtained related to shooting short films. University 
students encounter fewer problems in terms of discovering difficulties of visual storytelling in films in case of using 
short films as teaching material as they use short films frequently throughout their education. The opinion of the 
university students about the positive effect of shooting short films on increasing the motivation of students is higher 
than that of the high school students.  
Among the educational methods, creativeness as well as effective thinking, problem solving and improving the 
research skills should be supported. For this reason, using short films and shooting short films should be included in 
the effective course content preparation techniques within the scope of educational strategies. To summarize briefly, 
in terms of easing and to concretizing learning, supporting creative thinking, strengthening the visual 
comprehension, bringing variety to the teaching-and-the learning process, and giving active role to the students, 
opportunities of watching and shooting short film should be made available to all the students as a requirement of 
the present era. 
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